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[ cuiblified in 1977 with a Diploma in Physkotherapy fram
Auckisnd Techmica 1nstitute.

L ] Hrnmuuimwatueﬁwlnrmwruﬂmnhwmwth
need of rehabliEation woulkd Be given thersgy regarndiess of
sbabud oF IRCDIME.

| warked in the Publc Hosgital system urtd 1979, when [
bowght & prrvate practioe and commenced my 21-yedd ol
practiioner CAFger.

At that tme, ACC wag in i£s infandy and thers was a
reasonatie Iving to be made from private priCtc (ergely
fundad by reimbursernent Bar reabment by ACC for personal
i jusy by scoefent ),

AL this stage, 1 feel there wad 3 fundamental wcham beteeen
ACT and presate physiotherapy erewiders. Sadly & wnall
nigmibser of unsorspulous pravale physiotherapy provadens
» chogs to charge ridiculous Smsunts for their serviced a2 the
Pierid wiven ACC woiild pavy whabever lee was charged, This |
resulted in a cynichl and prejudicsal arrrude toward prhcgle !
physiotFersgy providens by ACC furders froim there on, #nd &
crackdown on lee lewel and potiert trestmipnt eligibility.

This cukture of distrust and prejudice wid erCoUraged 't

[regardiess of thee small I'H.:H'I' af arrant mi'{‘h'rr:tc '
their officerd, and 3 SuCCeESsion

fc?%m.mnumm-nﬂmmwlﬂf:ﬁm. '

fearner accountant Jefl Chapman was at the bekn &hil WS

guoted, wmhen atbending B SfysatPErapy private praCtrioness

canberence &S 58yag, [T It wiinaT dor (ACC) thewe bastands

wouldn be having a confereres.” His imphcation being that

'‘gretdy physios’ were getting abve their station, aryd were
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only in business because of the existence of ACC. This was in
fact quite erroneous - private physiotherapy had been in
existence for at least 40 years, funded both privately and by
the Workers Compensation fund. Jeff Chapman'’s career as
Auditor General ended shortly thereafter in conviction and jail
for fraud while he was CEO of ACC.

In 2001 1 finally closed the door on my practice in the low-
income suburb of Mount Wellington, Auckland.
After decades of low fees, suspicien and cynicism from ACC, 1
had to walk away for financiat and health reasons.
1 was extremely stressed and was making a pathetic income
from 12-hour days (often less than $200 a week). The fee
levels had not been increased for something like 12 years.
The compliance costs of Accreditation (a prerequisite for
Endorsed Provider status) were ridiculously prohibitive. The
. $19 per treatment fee was a sick joke. In addition, my low
income, low socio-economic demographic patients were in no
position to pay surcharges to augment my meagre ACC fee
income.

So, I quietly closed the door and watked away.

I feel that this was a loss to the community and the country, I
trained for three years at the NZ taxpayer’s expense; [ -
worked extremely hard for those 22 years. 1 paid to attend
regular conferences, workshops and seminars, I was a
member of the NZ Manipulative Therapists Association, a
member of NZ Coilege of Physiotherapy, I was President of
the Auckland Physiotherapists Private Practitioners
Association, I had a recent Case Study on the treatment of
. low back pain published in the NZ Journal of Physiotherapy.

Philip Lauritz Parker
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